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Abstract

The article provides a comprehensive overview of the typology of linguistic deviation, an area of study that examines
the ways in which language deviates from established norms and expectations in communication. It categorizes
linguistic deviations into several types based on their occurrence in phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics. Each type of deviation is analyzed carefully providing examples and discussing their effects on
interpretation and communication. The article also addresses the role of stylistic devices as a form of deliberate
linguistic divergence in literature. It also briefs upon the significance of understanding linguistic deviations for
linguistic theory, language teaching, literary analysis, and communication studies.
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INTRODUCTION morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics.
Each of these levels offers a unique lens through
which to examine how deviation occurs and what
it signifies. From the creative use of language in
literature to the everyday innovations in spoken
and written communication, linguistic deviations
challenge our expectations and prompt us to think
more deeply about the rules that govern language
use [1]. Understanding the typology of linguistic
deviation not only enriches our appreciation of
language's artistic potential but also enhances our
ability to analyze and interpret the multifaceted
ways in which language is used across different

Linguistic deviation represents a fascinating
multifaceted aspect of language study, offering
profound insights into the dynamic nature of
communication and its underlying structures. This
article aims to explore the typology of linguistic
deviation, which involves the systematic
classification of the various ways language can
deviate from what is considered standard or
expected within a given linguistic community.
Linguistic deviations are not merely errors or
anomalies; they are pivotal in understanding how
language functions, evolves, and impacts our
perception of meaning and context [1].

contexts and communities[2,65].

Linguists have long been fascinated by the creative
potential of linguistic deviations. Roman Jakobson,
a prominent figure in structural linguistics,
emphasized the role of deviations in poetic

function, arguing that the deliberate disruption of
. ___________________________________________________________________________________

The concept of deviation in language is
multifaceted, encompassing a wide range of
phenomena that can occur at different levels of
linguistic  analysis, including phonology,
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linguistic norms draws attention to the act of
itself, transforming ordinary
language into an artistic medium. Similarly,
Mikhail Bakhtin's dialogic imagination highlights
the social dimensions of linguistic innovation,
viewing deviations as a manifestation of dialogic
relationships within language that reflect diverse
voices and perspectives.

communication

The study of linguistic deviation has evolved
significantly over time, with key milestones
marking its development across various linguistic
and literary fields.

The Russian Formalists, such as Viktor Shklovsky
[2], began to analyze the function of literary
devices, including deviation, in making the familiar
appear strange or "defamiliarization" to renew
perception. This period marks the beginning of
systematic studies on how deviations in language
contribute to literary aesthetics.

Structural linguists like Ferdinand de Saussure and
later Roman Jakobson emphasized the importance
of language's underlying structures. Jakobson, in
particular, identified the poetic function as
focusing on the message for its own sake, where
linguistic deviation plays a central role in creating
poetic effects[2, 23].

Noam Chomsky introduced the concept of
generative grammar, suggesting that the ability to
produce and understand an infinite number of
sentences is innate to humans. This period
broadened the scope of linguistic deviation beyond
literary texts, considering deviations in everyday
language use as manifestations of the deep

structure of language [3].

Researchers began to focus on language in its
social context, exploring how deviations can signal
social identity, group membership, and power
dynamics. The work of William Labov and others
highlighted the role of linguistic variation and
deviation in sociolinguistics [4,65].

Scholars like George Lakoff and Mark Johnson
emphasized the importance of metaphor and other
forms of semantic deviation in shaping thought
and conceptual systems. Cognitive linguistics
provided new insights linguistic
deviations can influence cognition and perception

[5].
Late 20th Century:
Deconstruction:

into how

Post-Structuralism and

Theorists such as Jacques Derrida and ]Julia
Kristeva critiqued structuralist assumptions,
arguing for the inherent instability of meaning in
language the
deconstructing fixed interpretations. This period
saw an increased interest in the multiplicity of
meanings and the power of language to subvert
expectations [6,7].

and role of deviations in

21st Century: Digital Language and New Media:
The advent of the internet and digital
communication technologies brought new forms of
linguistic deviation into focus, including text speak,
emojis, and other online vernaculars. Researchers
are now exploring how these digital deviations
impact language and communication [8,87].

As for current trends, contemporary research on

linguistic deviation continues to be highly
interdisciplinary, incorporating insights from
sociolinguistics, = cognitive  science, digital

communication studies, and more. The field is
expanding to consider the implications of linguistic
deviation in a globalized and digitally connected
world.

Through this exploration, we seek to contribute to
the broader discussion on the significance of
linguistic ~ deviation in
understanding of language theory, its application
in language teaching, the analysis of literature, and
the communication. By

recognizing and categorizing the various forms of

enhancing  our

effectiveness  of

deviation, we can recognize the nuanced ways in
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which language reflects and shapes our experience
of the world.

METHODS

The primary materials for this investigation
included a diverse corpus of texts, encompassing
literary works (poetry, prose, and drama) from
various periods and genres, as well as samples of
everyday language (transcripts of spoken
conversations, social media posts, and informal
written communications). These materials were
selected to provide a broad perspective on
linguistic deviation across different contexts and to
illustrate the wide range of deviation phenomena.

The literary corpus was carefully curated to
include works known for their innovative use of
language and stylistic diversity, ensuring a rich
source of linguistic deviations. Similarly, the
everyday language corpus aimed to capture a wide
array of linguistic contexts, including casual and
formal settings, to identify deviations that occur in
natural language use.

The study adopted a comprehensive analytical
framework to classify and analyze linguistic
deviations. This framework was developed based
on established linguistic theories and models,
including but not limited to, Systemic Functional
Linguistics (SFL) for its emphasis on language
function in context, and Stylistic Analysis for its
focus on the stylistic features of texts. The
framework facilitated a systematic examination of
deviations at different linguistic levels:

Phonological Deviations: Analysis of sound

patterns, including rhyme schemes, alliteration,
and well as

assonance in literature, as

pronunciation variations in spoken language.

Morphological Deviations: Examination of word

formation processes, such as neologisms,
portmanteau  words, and  morphological
innovations.

Syntactic Deviations: Investigation of sentence

structure variations, including sentence
fragmentations, unusual word order, and creative

syntactic constructions.

Semantic Deviations: Exploration of meaning
shifts, including metaphor, metonymy, and the use
of contextually unusual words.

Pragmatic Deviations: Analysis of the use of
language in context, focusing on implicature,
speech acts, and contextually deviant uses of
language.

As for methods, qualitative analysis was used to
identify linguistic  deviation,
categorize them according to the established
typology, and interpret their function and effect in
context. Quantitative methods, including statistical

instances of

analysis, were applied to measure the frequency
and distribution of deviations across different
texts and contexts.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of the collected corpus yielded
significant insights into the typology of linguistic
deviation, revealing a diverse range of deviations
across different linguistic levels. These results
underscore the richness and complexity of
linguistic creativity and deviation in both literature
and everyday language.

Phonological Deviations were predominantly
found in literary texts, especially poetry, where
they served to enhance aesthetic appeal and
thematic coherence. For instance, alliteration and
assonance were frequently employed to create
rhythm and mood. In contrast, everyday language
revealed less frequent but notable phonological
deviations, such as slurred speech or regional
pronunciation, which often served to signal group
identity or socio-cultural affiliation.

Morphological Deviations emerged vividly in both
corpora. Literature showcased inventive word
formations, including neologisms
portmanteau words, enriching texts with new

and
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meanings and stylistic effects. Similarly, everyday
language demonstrated morphological innovation,
particularly in online communication, reflecting
the dynamism of language and the influence of
technological and social change.

Syntactic Deviations were
highlighting  the flexibility  of
construction. Literary texts often used such
deviations to convey particular narrative voices or
to disrupt reader expectations, enhancing the
emotional or psychological impact. Everyday
language featured syntactic deviations as a means
of negotiating conversation flow, emphasizing
points, or accommodating
communication norms.

widespread,
sentence

informal

Semantic Deviations played a critical role in
shaping meanings in unexpected ways. Metaphor
and metonymy were key tools in literature,
enabling writers to explore complex themes and
emotions. In everyday language, semantic
deviations often manifested through slang, jargon,
or context-specific uses of language, facilitating in-
group communication and expressing cultural
identities.

Pragmatic Deviations were evident in the strategic
use of language to achieve specific effects or to
navigate social interactions. Literature used such
deviations to challenge readers' perceptions or to
deepen complexity. In everyday
contexts, pragmatic deviations often involved
humor, irony, or non-literal language use, serving
to manage relationships, convey subtleties of
meaning, or negotiate social norms.

narrative

The typology of linguistic deviation revealed
through this study highlights the multifaceted
nature of language as a dynamic system of
communication, constant
evolution and creativity. These deviations are not
mere breaches of linguistic norms but are integral

to the expressive and communicative capacity of

characterized by

language. They enrich literature, facilitate social

bonding, enable cultural and

contribute to the ongoing development of
language.

expression,

The results underscore the importance of context
in understanding linguistic deviations. While
literary deviations often aim to enhance aesthetic
experience or thematic depth, everyday deviations
are closely tied to social identity, group affiliation,
and situational demands. This dual perspective
underscores the adaptive and functional aspects of
linguistic deviation, suggesting that deviations are
not aberrations but essential features of linguistic
practice.

Furthermore, the study highlights the role of
linguistic deviations in challenging and expanding

the boundaries of language. By defying
conventional norms, deviations stimulate
linguistic innovation and contribute to the

evolution of language. They reflect the creative
potential of human communication and the
endless possibilities for meaning-making.

To highlight how language anomalies function in
various discourses, we decided to analyze some
examples:

Phonological Deviations:

In Dylan Thomas’s poem "Do Not Go Gentle into
That Good Night," the repetition of the consonant
sounds in "rage, rage against the dying of the light"
exemplifies phonological deviation through
alliteration. This deviation enhances the poem's
auditory impact and emphasizes the poem's call to
resist death. Such phonological choices are not
arbitrary but serve to intensify the emotional
resonance of the text. Linguists like David Crystal
argue that phonological deviations in poetry can
transform the reading experience by adding a
musical quality that reinforces the poem’s theme
and mood.

Morphological Deviations:

The word "googling" represents a morphological
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deviation, evolving from the proper noun "Google"
to a verb indicating the act of searching online
[9,75].

This example how technological
advancements and societal changes influence
language evolution. Aitchison, in her work on
language change, suggests that morphological
innovations reflect and accommodate new realities
and concepts within a society, highlighting the
adaptive nature of language.

illustrates

Syntactic Deviations:

In James Joyce's "Ulysses," the sentence "God he
died though how he died" defies conventional
syntax to convey a stream of consciousness.

Joyce’s syntactic deviation creates a sense of
immediacy and psychological depth, drawing the
reader directly into the character's thoughts.
Linguist Noam Chomsky’s theory of generative
grammar acknowledges the creative aspect of
language use, suggesting that the capacity for such
syntactic innovation is hard-wired in the human
brain, allowing for endless creativity within the
confines of grammatical structures.

Semantic Deviations:

Lewis Carroll's use of the term "chortle" in
"Jabberwocky" combines "chuckle" and "snort" to

describe a new type of laughter.

Carroll's invention showcases how semantic
deviation can enrich language with new concepts.
Semiotician Umberto Eco argues that such
innovations are testament to the limitless potential
of language to generate new meanings and

accommodate novel experiences.
Pragmatic Deviations:

The use of irony in Jane Austen’s "Pride and
Prejudice,” where Mr. Bennet's praise of Mr.
Collins is meant to be understood as criticism.

Austen’s pragmatic deviation relies on the context
and shared knowledge between the author and

reader for its interpretation. Linguist Deirdre
Wilson’s relevance theory explains this as an
example of how communication often depends on
implicatures and the ability of interlocutors to
infer unstated meanings from contextual clues.

In sum, the analysis of linguistic deviations,
supported by examples and the views of renowned
linguists, underscores the dynamic interplay
between language norms and the creative forces
that drive language change. These deviations are
not mere anomalies but integral to the richness
and adaptability of human language, reflecting the
complex interrelations between linguistic
structure, social identity, and cognitive processes.

CONCLUSION

The exploration of the typology of linguistic
deviation reveals the intricate and dynamic nature
of language as it traverses the realms of literature
and everyday communication. These deviations,
far from being mere lapses or errors, emerge as
deliberate spontaneous expressions of
creativity, identity, and adaptation. Through
phonological, morphological, syntactic, semantic,
and pragmatic deviations, speakers and writers
not only navigate but also expand the possibilities
of meaning-making and communication.

This study underscores the significance of
linguistic deviations in highlighting the flexibility
and adaptability of language. The examples and
analyses presented, alongside insights
renowned linguists, illuminate how deviations
serve as a testament to the human capacity for
innovation. In literature, deviations enrich texts
with layers of meaning and aesthetic complexity,
inviting readers to engage in deeper levels of
interpretation. In everyday language, they reflect

and

from

the social, cultural, and technological influences
shaping communication practices.

The typology of linguistic deviation thus offers a
framework for understanding the multifaceted
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ways in which language evolves and is employed.
It challenges traditional views of language as a
static system of fixed rules, instead presenting
language as a living, evolving entity that is
continually reshaped by its users. Linguistic
deviations not only reflect the creativity and
diversity of human thought but also facilitate the
constant renegotiation of linguistic norms and
boundaries.

Furthermore, the study of linguistic deviations has
important implications for linguistics, literature,
education, and communication. It encourages a
more nuanced appreciation of language's role in
expressing identity, emotion, and social affiliation.
For educators and linguists, recognizing and
valuing linguistic deviations can enhance language
teaching and learning, emphasizing the
importance of creativity and critical thinking.

In conclusion, the typology of linguistic deviation

enriches our understanding of language's
complexity and its central role in human
experience. By embracing the diversity and

creativity inherent in linguistic deviations, we can
appreciate the endless ways in which language
continues to evolve, adapt, and connect us. This
exploration invites further research and dialogue,
encouraging a deeper appreciation for the
subtleties and powers of language as a tool for
expression, innovation, and understanding.
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