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ABSTRACT 

Foreign language study is an increasingly prominent part of education everywhere. Not only are high 
school students nearly always required to study a foreign language, but many lower and middle 
schools have added foreign languages to their curricula, whether as enrichment or a requirement. 
While it has long been recognized in the learning disabilities field that foreign language study would 
be a terrific challenge to learning disabled students, somehow this fact has been widely ignored in the 
field of foreign language instruction and in schools in general until very recently.  The following article 
looks into the ways to teach foreign languages to students with learning disabilities. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
A student with disabilities is a person with 

physical and (or) mental disabilities that 

impede the development of educational 

programs without creating special conditions 

for obtaining education. 
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Under the influence of new value orientations 

of society and the state, as well as in 

connection with the transition of the special 

education system to a qualitatively new stage 

of development, it became necessary to 

rethink the relationship between the 

educational achievements of the child and 

achievements in the field of social 

competence, rethinking the role and place of 

the personal, social development of a child 

with disabilities. 

In the process of interacting with a child with 

developmental disabilities, many problems 

arise associated with the influence on the 

developing personality of a huge number of 

external and internal factors. To effectively 

manage this process, you need to know their 

specifics, positive and negative aspects, 

anticipate the impact results and make 

adjustments in a timely manner. 

The future of millions of disabled people 

throughout the country depends on the skill of 

doctors and their knowledge of the specifics of 

their work. Very often, due to an incorrect 

diagnosis of a psychologist, speech therapist or 

teacher, a small patient loses the only chance 

for social adaptation. The professional skills of 

educators should be aimed not only at meeting 

basic needs, but also at strengthening the 

motivation of students using special 

technologies. Every child with disabilities, be it 

autism, deafness or cerebral palsy (CP), must 

develop to the best of his ability. 

Before drawing up a training plan, children 

with disabilities are divided into groups 

according to the degree of health impairment. 

This approach helps to unite children with 

similar disabilities and provide them with the 

most comfortable opportunities for 

adaptation. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

How can learn disabled students be taught 

foreign languages? 

Once they had pinpointed what they felt was 

the root of the foreign language learning 

problem, Lanchow and Sparks began 

investigating ways that learning disabled 

students could be helped to learn a foreign 

language. At least two approaches to foreign 

language instruction different from "normal" 

or traditional language instruction have 

emerged as being effective. 

The first and most researched approach is a 

response to Lanchow and Spark's findings that 

many, if not most, students having trouble with 

foreign language acquisition have 

phonological deficits in their first language. 

Lanchow and Sparks theorized further that to 

help these students, the sound system of the 

target language must be very explicitly taught. 

In order to test this theory, Lanchow and 

Sparks collaborated with a high school Spanish 

teacher who had learned about the Orton-Gill 

Ingham method of teaching phonology, 

reading and spelling to very significantly 

learning disabled students. In this method, 

sounds are presented in a highly structured 

fashion with a great deal of visual, kinesthetic 

and tactile practice and input. The Spanish 

teacher, Karen Miller, has tested the 

effectiveness of teaching Spanish to learning 

disabled students using the Orton-Gill Ingham 

approach. The research on her students has 

shown quite conclusively that LD students 

taught Spanish in this way have been able to 

learn and retain it. Another collaborator, Elk 

Schneider, has had similar results teaching 

German to LD students. 

In their studies on Karen Miller's students, 

Lanchow and Sparks found that by being 
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taught phonological skills in one language, the 

students improved their phonological 

awareness in English also. This finding has led 

to a variation on the method of teaching 

phonology in the target language: teach the 

fundamentals of phonology in the student's 

native language before foreign language 

instruction begins. That is, students are taught 

to recognize phonemes, to decode, or read 

words, efficiently and to encode, or apply the 

sounds to the written language. Basically, they 

learn what language is and how its sounds and 

parts function. Application of this knowledge 

to the language they are trying to learn is the 

next step. This has proven an effective 

remediation as well. In fact, so strongly do 

Lanchow and Sparks believe this, they now 

recommend very strongly that such 

phonological skills be much more heavily 

stressed when children are learning to read. 

They feel students' reading and language skills 

will be much stronger, and future problems 

with foreign language acquisition will be 

headed off for many. 

The second approach to language instruction 

which has been effective has been to adapt the 

foreign language courses according to 

principles of instruction known to be effective 

for LD students. This means making such 

changes as reducing the syllabus to the 

essential elements, slowing the pace of 

instruction quite considerably, reducing the 

vocabulary demand, providing constant review 

and incorporating as much 

visual/tactile/kinesthetic (i.e. multisensory) 

stimulation and support as possible. Many of 

these course adaptations were also responses 

to the specific complaints and requests of 

foreign language students having trouble in 

their classes. Furthermore, in some schools 

there are courses designed for the student 

strong in listening and speaking skills but weak 

in reading and writing, and vice versa. The 

University of Colorado at Boulder has shown 

this latter approach to be effective in Latin and 

Spanish courses adapted for LD students. A 

phonological component is part of this 

adapted curriculum. 

Children with disabilities have their own 

specific characteristics: 

Disorders of the emotional-volitional sphere 

and behavior impaired speech development, 

lack of one's own speech initiative; impaired 

attention; decreased performance excessive 

physical activity inability for purposeful 

organized behavior 

Absent-mindedness, impulsivity hyper 

excitability problems of verbal communication 

Limited stock of general information and ideas 

about the world around. According to the 

international classification, there are 4 degrees 

of development of pathologies, in relation to 

which the patient is assigned a certain status: 

Mild to moderate dysfunctions. 

Pronounced deviations. 

High severity of pathologies. 

Pronounced violations. 

Children with disabilities of the first degree 

have pathologies that are often an indication 

for recognizing disability. However, not all 

children from this category become disabled, 

since with proper training and adequate load, 

they are able to restore lagging body systems 

in development. The second type includes 

adult patients with the third group of 

disabilities and children with severe disabilities. 

Pathologies limit the possibilities of social 
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adaptation of these people, so they need 

special conditions for life. 

The third degree of HVD corresponds to the 

second group of disability in an adult. Children 

from this category are severely limited in life 

processes due to the high severity of health 

disorders. The fourth degree includes patients 

with pronounced pathologies of organ 

functions. Due to the above deviations, people 

are forced to live in conditions of social 

maladjustment. Rehabilitation and treatment 

measures at this stage are rarely successful, 

since most of the lesions are irreversible. 

The formation of an accessible educational 

environment requires adherence to the rules, 

since students with disabilities are a special 

group of students. Training should take place 

in specially equipped rooms that will guarantee 

safety. A child with disabilities can receive a 

full-fledged education only in schools where 

adapted courses and correction schemes are 

applied. There is a possibility of sending 

disabled children to ordinary general 

educational institutions, where they can study 

on an equal footing with their peers [9]. 

The educational process for children with 

disabilities has some features that are absent in 

the general education curriculum. The action of 

the corrective technique is aimed at fully or 

partially eliminating deviations. For example, 

while working with children who have visual 

impairments, teachers use educational 

computer games. The use of special 

technologies helps to improve the condition of 

the visual analyzer in a playful way. The main 

principles of training are: 

Motivation for the educational process; 

Psychological safety; 

Unity of joint activities; 

Assistance in adapting to the environment. 
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