
The USA Journals Volume 02 Issue 11-2020 148 

 

  
  

The American Journal of Social Science and Education Innovations  
(ISSN – 2689-100x) 
Published: November 28, 2020 | Pages: 148-151 
Doi: https://doi.org/10.37547/tajssei/Volume02Issue11-26 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPACT FACTOR 

2020: 5. 525 

            OCLC - 1121105668 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

The article deals with the results of archeological researches in and around Zurmala Buddhist stupa, 
which belongs to the category of Old Termez monuments of Surkhandarya oasis in the southern part 
of Uzbekistan based on written sources. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
One of the priorities of the policy pursued in 

the country in the conditions of independence 

of the people of Uzbekistan and for the 

development of local and foreign tourism is to 

conduct archeological research, restore and 

conserve archeological and architectural 

structures in our country. The issue of their 

museumization is more important than ever. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS  

Excavations in the study of Buddhist temples, 

stupas and their surroundings, built during the 

reign of the Kushan kingdom, which are 

important in showing the peculiarities of the 

Buddhist culture preserved on the southern 

borders of our country  Archaeological 

evidence, numismatic materials, pottery, 

stone, bronze, various ancient artifacts made 

of copper were used. 

RESEARCH RESULTS  

In the territory of Eski Termez, the southern 

border of Uzbekistan, the construction of 

religious and secular architectural structures 

of Buddhist culture became widespread 

during the Kushan dynasty. The study of 
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Buddhist temples such as Koratepa, 

Fayoztepa, Zurmala and archeological 

monuments such as Ayritom, Dalvarzintepa 

and Kholchayon, in particular, confirms our 

opinion that they are world famous. Their 

scientific recognition not only led to the 

spread of Buddhism in the northern and 

eastern regions, but also to the period of the 

Kushan Kingdom of Uzbekistan.  

(Pugachenkova G.A., Rtveladze EV Severnaya 

Bactria Tokharistan.T .: 1990.str.85). The first 

information about the monuments of 

Buddhist culture of Northern Bactria in the 

Kushan period can be found in the diaries of 

the Buddhist priest Xuan Jian, who visited 

Termez and Chaghaniyan from Chanan (now 

Xi'an), China in 629-630. (Midzutani, 1971). 

According to the Buddhist priest, Tami has 

more than 10 monasteries in Termez and more 

than 1,000 monks. It is mentioned here that 

there are many miraculous stupa and 

examples of Buddhist sculptures carved out of 

stone. However, more convincing scientific 

data were obtained in 1926-1928 by A.S. 

Strelkov, a member of the Termez expedition 

by the Oriental Museum of Moscow and the 

Hermitage Museum of St. Petersburg, based 

on Chinese tourist data. noted the similarity 

(Strelkov A.S. 1928/1929). 

Shortly afterwards, M.E. Masson organized an 

expedition to the Termez archeological 

complex and began to study the monuments 

of Termez and its environments. In these 

archeological researches the general features 

of Zurmala monument were studied. TAKE 

The characteristics of all monuments located 

in and around Termez and built of raw bricks 

were studied (Zhukov, 1941). 

The Zurmala monument is located on the east 

side of Old Termez. The expansion of the city 

in an easterly direction during the reign of the 

Kushans and the appearance of a large 

Buddhist stupa on its eastern side confirm 

that the importance of Buddhism in Northern 

Bactria certainly increased. 

The cylindrical construction of the monument 

and the home-shaped appearance of the 

tower, as well as its erection on a stepped 

high foundation, resemble the Hadda Stupa in 

eastern Afghanistan, surrounded by stone 

tiles depicting Buddhist images. 

(Pugachenkova G.A., Rtveladze E.V. Severnaya 

Bactria-Toxaristan.T: 1990.str. 83-96)  In 1964, 

G.A. Pugachenkova (Pugachenkova G.A., 1967, 

Imamura, 2017) conducted research at the 

Zurmala monument. Archaeological research 

is mainly focused on two aspects: first, if it is 

aimed at studying the foundation of the 

monument by digging a trench on the north-

western and south-western sides of the 

Zurmala stupa; second, 500 meters from the 

monument 

was aimed at collecting materials found in the 

upper layer in the radius. The brick sides of the 

stupa are 32x33, with a thickness of 11-12 cm. 

The size and shape of the Zurmala stupa is 

exactly the same as the buildings of the 

Kushan kingdom of Bactria. In addition, 

excavations at three sites of the stupa 

revealed that the foundation of the 

monument was rectangular and measured 22 

x 16 meters. . Finding fragments of limestone 

blocks and cornices around the Zurmala stupa 

confirms that the perimeter of the foundation 

of the monument is covered with a sheath 

made of embossed limestone, or that there is 

another Buddhist architectural structure 

around it. Based on these conclusions, the 

expedition led by Sh.R.Pidaev and K.Kyudzo 

began to study the Buddhist stupa in the 
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Surkhandarya oasis and recognized the period 

of Kanishka I in the II century BC as a period of 

spread of Buddhism from northern India to 

eastern Turkestan (Pidaev Sh.R. Buddhism and 

Buddhist heritage in Uzbekistan.T: 2010; Kato 

1997; Kato 2002). In 2012, T. Annaev and 

students of Termez State University found 

several archeological artifacts related to the 

Zurmala stupa. These artifacts were found 

near a large pool 400 meters south of the 

monument (Abdullaev K., Annaev T. 2012). 

While these sculptural specimens are called 

successive donors, some archaeologists call 

them priests. After all, these sculptures are 

relief-shell ornaments of the stupa foundation 

or works of art placed on the porch shelves 

around the stupa. The 2019 Archaeological 

Season From August 27 to September 17, 

archeological excavations were carried out 

around the Zurmala Buddhist stupa. 

In the north-eastern pit, when the depth 

reached 1.96 meters, a metal rod, a bronze 

coin (Kanishka II) and thin-walled, red angob 

jars, flanges of barrels, fragments of lamps 

were found. At a depth of two meters in the 

pit, a layer of clean clay soil began, and no 

finds were found in this layer. On its southern 

side alone, at a depth of 1.96 m, there is still a 

cultural layer. The depth of the pit in this 

section is 2.90 m. The pit consists of layers of 

ash, sand and soil with a thickness of 60 cm, 

starting from 2.35 m. It was in this layer that a 

piece of pottery depicting a snake's head was 

found. The lowest layer of the northeastern 

shurf consists of continental clay soil and 

sandstone. The foundation of the monument 

is built on this solid layer. The distance 

between Shurf and Zurmala stupa is 50 

meters. In addition, on the south-eastern side 

of the Stupa, 4x2 square meters. a second pit 

of size was thrown. In the 2018 season, 

fragments of various Kushan and medieval 

pottery were found in a trench (10x2 m) 

opened on the southwest side. Therefore, a 

2x2 meter trench was dug in the south-east. 

On the east side, at a distance of 50 meters 

from the Zurmala stupa, two ditches 

measuring 4x2 meters were excavated. They 

are called "A" and "B" below. From the agro-

technical treatment when the depth of the pit 

"A" reaches 1 meter the compacted layer 

ends. In this layer  springs of several pottery 

and a jar of glassware, a piece of candlestick 

were found. A well-preserved bronze coin 

(Kanishka I) was found when the pit reached a 

depth of 2.50 meters. Below we provide 

information about the types of archeological 

objects found around the Zurmala stupa and 

their characteristics. Bronze coin. It was 

tattooed during the reign of Kanishka II.It was 

kept well. It is 2.2 cm the diameter of coin  and 

weighs 17.5 g. It was found in a northeastern 

pit, 2.30 m deep from the rapper. Tanga. 

Bronze. It was tattooed during the reign of 

Kanishka II. The standing position of the ruler 

on the right, 

on the reverse side there is an image of the 

Indian god Shiva and the bull “Zebu”. The 

bronze coin is 2 cm in diameter and weighs 9.5 

g.  On the right can be seen the standing 

position of the ruler. Ceramic pot flange. The 

lion's head is depicted. Quality baked from 

light yellow pure clay. The flange of the vessel 

is turned inwards, the shape is semi-spherical, 

the wall is very thin and smooth. Painted in 

red angob on the inside and outside. The 

vessel is typical for the II-III centuries. 

Metalware. Dimensions 2.7x 1.2 cm. It weighs 

6.3 g. A piece of metal. It is 8.5 cm long and 2.5 

cm wide. Shape spear-shaped. Glassware. 

Dimensions 3 x 2 cm. A piece of glassware. 4x 

3.7 cm. The green surface is white. Glass 
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balloon. Diameter 1.5 cm. Weight 5.2 g. A piece 

of jewelry. 

A piece of metal plate. The upper part is 

covered with golden water. One end is 

flattened and the other end is broken. The 

level of preservation is good. 

CONCLUSION  

Termez State University in collaboration with 

Rishsho University of Japan has been 

conducting archeological research around the 

famous Buddhist monument of the Kushan 

period, Zurmala Stupa, since 2018. It has been 

90 years since the study of the Zurmala 

monument began. But Zurmala’s survival rate 

and the risk of its collapse are increasing. 

Since 2017, an attempt has been made to 

identify the architectural structures of the 

monument and its surroundings by collecting 

photographs, using drones and with an 

underground detector. Archaeological 

excavations are being carried out as a result of 

this research The discovery of bronze and 

copper coins minted during the reign of the 

Kushan kings indicates the existence of 

architectural structures around the Zurmala 

monument. But so far no remnants or traces 

of construction have been found. We think it 

is expedient to further expand the scope of 

excavations in the coming season. 
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