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ABSTRACT 

The article examines the history of the early ways of communication and the stages of their development, from 
the Late Paleolithic to the end of the 2nd millennium BC. In particular, the socio-economic foundations of the 
formation of the first paths that connected settlements with territories of concentration of raw materials, areas 
used for economic purposes were studied, and an analysis of regional and trans-regional communications of the 
Eneolithic and Bronze Age was given. 
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INTRODUCTION

In the first part of the article, along with a 
geographical analysis of the primitive settlements 
and cultures of Central Asia during the Stone Age, 
the socio-economic foundations of the formation of 
the first paths are considered. They connected 
settlements with areas of concentration of raw 
materials, areas used for economic purposes, and, 
as a rule, accounted for the distance traveled per 
day, on average 15–25 km. Routes connecting 
settlements with stone deposits for making tools 
covered relatively large territories. The 
development of raw materials here, their 
processing and the manufacture of tools increased 

the importance of the first communications [1].The 
migration of tribes of the Late Paleolithic also 
played an important role in their formation and 
development. Migration processes in the region 
also took place during the Mesolithic and Neolithic 
times [2]. They contributed to the gradual 
development of new territories with diverse fauna 
and flora, as well as deposits of raw materials 
necessary for the manufacture of tools. 

The main factors of population migration are 
indicated in the following diagram: 
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The exchange of raw materials between different 
territories was of great importance in the formation 
of early routes. This process was developed already 
in the Late Paleolithic - Mesolithic. Different natural 
conditions, uneven distribution of products and raw 
materials, necessitated a wider exchange. 

The formation in Central Asia in the Neolithic era (VI-
V millennium BC) of cultures that differed from each 
other in the methods of farming, was one of the 
reasons for the emergence of paths of not only 
local, but also regional significance. In this era, the 
importance of roads increased, connecting 
settlements with sources of raw materials, with the 
territories of settlement of farmers, cattle breeders, 
hunters, and fishermen. The  

routes of interregional significance were formed in 
the Neolithic era. This can be traced on the example 
of the interconnections of the Dzheitun, 
Kaltaminar, Sazagan and other cultures [3]. 

Based on archaeological finds from the settlements 
of the Dzheitun, Kaltaminar and Sazagan cultures, it 
is possible to trace the direction of the connections 
of Central Asia with the territories of Iran and 
Mesopotamia, India, East Turkestan and China, 
Siberia and the Urals [4]. 

The main factors in the formation of early pathways 
are disclosed in the following diagram: 
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Thus, the early paths occupied an important place in 
the primitive economic ties, served the migration of 
the population, the process of the development of 
new territories. The communication routes of the 
Stone Age, when pack animals and wheeled 
vehicles were not yet used, increased in direct 
connection with the gradually becoming more 
complex socio-economic processes. 

During the Eneolithic and Bronze Age, roads were 
formed leading to metal deposits. The uneven 
distribution of copper and other metal deposits (tin, 
lead, etc.) [5] in the region, as well as socio-
economic reasons, were factors in the uneven 
development of mining and metallurgy in various 
regions of the region. The products of ancient 
mines (precious stones, silver, gold, etc.) were 
delivered to settlements along internal routes. In 
particular, jewelry found in the upper reaches of the 
Zarafshan River (Sarazm) [6] and its lower reaches 
(Zamanbaba) [7], southern Turkmenistan 
(Altyndepe, Anau and Namazgah) [8] made it 
possible to clarify the routes connecting these 
settlements with lazurite deposits in Badakhshan. 

Various roads united the territories of settlement of 
agricultural and pastoralist tribes. The route that 
started in the foothills of the Kopetdag and passed 
through the Murghab oasis to Northern 
Afghanistan (Dashly) and the Surkhan oasis (Sapalli) 
[9], as well as the routes connecting Southern 
Turkmenistan, the oases of Murghab and upper 
Zarafshan [10] with the Fergana Valley [11], 
Khorezm with Murghanshansky and the Surkhan 
oases. 

Various tribes of Central Asia contributed to the 
development of ties between the pastoralist and 
agricultural population [12]. 

Cattle-breeding tribes living in mountainous, 
foothill and steppe regions, along with breeding 
horses and sheep, were also engaged in mining and 
had close economic ties with sedentary agricultural 
tribes [13]. Starting from the 2nd millennium BC, 
they mastered the roads along the wintering - 
summering - wintering route [14]. Extensive land 
development during the Eneolithic and Bronze Age 
marked the beginning of the formation of new 
roads. The main routes that served as cultural and 
economic links ran along waterways. 

For the Eneolithic and Bronze Age, the formation of 
stable communication routes between Central Asia 
and the countries of the Ancient East is 
characteristic. This era occupies an important place 
in history, as the time of the beginning of the 
intensive development of international cultural and 
economic interactions. Economic factors and the 
concentration of raw materials (copper, lead, gold, 
silver, precious stones) were of great importance in 
the formation of transit roads. On the basis of finds 
of lapis lazuli products in Mesopotamia and Egypt 
[15], India [16], Asia Minor (Troy-Gissarlyktepa) [17] 
and information from Sumerian inscriptions [18], it 
is possible to trace the direction of the road of trans-
regional significance, the routes of the Lapis lazuli 
route [19] leading from mountainous Badakhshan 
to the centers of civilizations of the Ancient East. 

The main routes of roads from the southern and 
central regions of Central Asia to Iran and 
Mesopotamia, passed through the agricultural 
regions of southern Turkmenistan (Anau, 
Namazgah and Altyndepe) and played an important 
role in cultural and economic relations, as well as in 
the processes of population migration [20]. 

In the Bronze Age, the main directions of the roads 
leading from the Indus Valley to Central Asia took 
shape. Archaeological materials make it possible to 
consider routes from Shortugay to the valleys of 
Surkhan, Kashkadarya, to Sarazm [21] and middle 
Zarafshan (Karnab) [22], as well as to southern 
Turkmenistan [23], as well as issues of cultural 
relations between the population of the Zarafshan 
valley and Khorezm with the Volga region and 
Siberia [24]. 

The available data [25] allow us to conclude that the 
economic ties between the population of Central 
Asia and China developed already in the Bronze 
Age. This is evidenced by the finds of silk products 
at Sapallitepe in the Surkhan valley [26]. In the Late 
Bronze - Early Iron Age, economic relations with 
China were also supported by the population of 
Fergana and Chach. This is confirmed by the finds of 
handicrafts in the settlements of Ukunbaka 
(Tsinbaka), Chust and Burguluk [27]. 

Thus, the ancient paths on the territory of Central 
Asia were formed already in the Stone Age. The 
widespread human development of mountainous 
and foothill regions, as well as river valleys, a 
changing anthropogenic landscape, the emergence 
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of productive forms of economy, mining and 
metallurgy, and other socio-economic factors 
contributed to the formation and gradual evolution 
of the routes of internal and external economic ties. 
For the most ancient historical periods, the 
following stages of their evolution are 
distinguished: Late Paleolithic, Mesolithic - 
Neolithic, Eneolithic and Bronze Age. The weights 
found in Sarazm [28] indicate that equivalents were 
known in the Bronze Age that determine the value 
of the goods [29]. At this time, centers for the 
exchange of handicrafts and agricultural products 
appeared. The presence of long-distance trade is 
evidenced by vessels made of gold and silver, 
bronze items found in Bactria, Margiana and 
Fergana (Khak treasure), which were made in 
Mesopotamia, Elam, northeastern Iran, Baluchistan 
and Harappa. They penetrated the region as a result 
of trade and direct migration of the population of 
Western Asia and representatives of the Indian 
civilization to Central Asia. 
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