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ABSTRACT 

Documents providing information on the results of scientific research conducted by scientific societies 

in Central Asia and adjacent regions are stored in the National Archives of Uzbekistan. Documents 

from the archives were purposefully used to disclose the content of the article. 

This article is devoted to the study of the history of scientific societies operating in the Turkestan 

region in the second half of the XIX - early XX centuries and their scientific research in the country. The 

article provides information on the emergence and activities of scientific societies in the Governor-

General of Turkestan, the results of the efforts of active members to study the country, using archival 

sources. 
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INTRODUCTION

The land of Turkestan has long been an 

important object of study for historians. In 

particular, in the second half of the XIX - 

beginning of the XX century in Turkestan there 

were Russian and foreign researchers, as a 

result of which many ethnographic researches 

and source data were created. 
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After the Russian Empire acquired its new 

colony in the Central Asian region, it began to 

study the history of the country in order to 

strengthen its colonial system. Although 

researchers from the scientific centers of the 

Russian Empire first visited the country for this 

purpose, various scientific societies, later 

established with the active support of the local 

administration, performed this task. 

 

THE MAIN FINDINGS AND RESULTS 

 

In 1869, the first society in the country - the 

Central Asian Scientific Society - was 

established. Observatory of Physics (1873), 

Turkestan People's Museum (1880), Turkestan 

Agriculture (1885), Turkestan Branch of the 

Russian Technical Society (1891), Turkestan 

Circle of Amateur Archaeologists (1895), 

"Turkestan branch of the Imperial Russian 

Geographical Society" (1897), "Turkestan 

Medical Society" (1899), "Tashkent branch of 

the Imperial Oriental Society" (1901) and others 

[1]. In the country, these scientific societies 

were formed in different years, most of which 

ceased to exist in 1917-1918.  

 

One such society was the Central Asian 

Scientific Society (also known in some sources 

as the Central Asian Society), which was 

founded in 1869 in Tashkent by the Governor-

General of Turkestan, with the permission of 

K.P.fon Kaufman, formed by a group of 

scholars led by A.P Fedchenko, the main goal of 

the society was a comprehensive study of the 

country [2]. However, this society functioned 

until 1872. [3] Researchers have found that A.I. 

Dobrosmyslov noted that the society had been 

operating for such a short period of time, and 

explained that one of its active members and 

chief figures who was N.F. Petrovsky's 

departure from Tashkent. Historian B.V. Lunin, 

who conducted extensive research on the 

history of scientific societies in Turkestan,  also  

agrees with A.I. Dobrosmyslov. The activities of 

this community researched by A.A. Azatyan, 

M.I. Zalkind and B.V.Lunin. The society has its 

own museum, library and archive. [5] 

 

Alexander Stepanovich Tatarinov was Special 

Envoy for Mining of the Governor-General of 

Turkestan, Chairman of the Society, Diplomatic 

Officer to the Governor-General of Turkestan, 

astronomer, cartographer (later Ambassador 

of the Russian Empire to Japan, USA and the 

Netherlands) was Kirill Vasilevich Struve - Vice-

Chairman , The agent of the Ministry of Finance 

in Turkestan (later the consul of the Russian 

Empire in Kashgar, historian and orientalist) 

was Nikolai Fedorovich Petrovsky - secretary 

and treasurer [6]. 

 

The list of community members above shows 

how important the organization is to the 

provincial government. Indeed, the 

membership of many individuals in the 

governor-general's administration [7] is not 

explained by the fact that they held any 

position. On the contrary, the majority of the 

members of the society are explained by the 

fact that they are working in the country in a 

field other than the military or diplomatic field. 

 

According to archival documents, each 

member of the society paid a membership fee 

of 10 rubles a year. 

 

After the conquest of Central Asia, the Russian 

Empire took a number of measures to take full 

advantage of the agricultural potential of the 

country. 

 

The fact that Turkestan, which had just joined 

Russia, was lagging behind in agriculture, and 

that its processing techniques and methods 

were commonplace, attracted the attention of 

Russian intellectuals. 
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The idea of creating a scientific society 

attracted the attention not only of the 

advanced intelligentsia but also of the 

Governor-General's Office, where they saw it 

as another means to make better use of the 

region. The patronage of the government 

helped to make this idea a reality soon, and in 

1885 the Turkestan Agricultural Society was 

established. 

 

In the first period he served as the Turkestan 

branch of the Russian Horticultural Society. 

Among the most active leaders and members 

of the Turkestan branch of the Russian 

Horticultural Society was Ieronima Ivanovich 

Krvuse, a graduate of Moscow University and a 

member of many scientific societies in Russia. 

 

Community activities were varied. In the first 

decade (1885-1895) great attention was paid to 

the development of horticulture in the region. 

 

According to archival materials, reports and 

other sources, they did not limit their practical 

activities to a narrow range of horticulture and 

sought to develop the main agriculture of the 

region as much as possible. 

 

The expansion of the scope of society in 1895 

raises the question of its reorganization. As a 

result, in 1895, after long correspondence with 

the Center, the department was reorganized as 

the Turkestan Agricultural Society. 

 

Its charter was approved on July 4, 1895 by the 

Ministry of Agriculture and State Property. 

Later, the society operated on a large scale in 

various fields of agriculture. The society has 

also conducted a number of scientific studies 

as part of its activities. In particular, the issues 

of agriculture and irrigation in the country, a 

number of scientific studies on the import and 

cultivation of new varieties of plants in the 

country were carried out under the leadership 

of the society. 

 

In 1900, the society had 8 special divisions: 

horticulture, viticulture and winemaking, 

cotton, livestock and poultry, irrigation, 

economics and statistics, agriculture and 

beekeeping. 

 

The most productive and vibrant period of the 

Turkestan agricultural society coincides with 

the fourteen years (1904-1918) of the well-

known Russian experimental scientist Riharda 

Rihardovich as president of the Shredera 

Society. The society functioned until 1921. 

 

The establishment of the Turkestan branch of 

the Imperial Russian Geographical Society 

(IRGS) took place relatively later. At the 

invitation of a group of scientists working in 

the country in the 90s of the XIX century, the 

military governor of Samarkand region, 

Lieutenant-General N.Ya. Rostovtsev, and later 

the Governor-General of Turkestan, A.B. 

Vrevsky raises the issue and liaises with the 

administration of the IRGS on the matter. In 

particular, at the opening of the department, a 

well-known scholar, the then vice-chairman of 

the IRGS,                       P.P.Semyonov-

Tyanshansky's role was great. Recognizing the 

large and comprehensive scientific tasks facing 

the IRGS, the scientist fully supports the idea of 

opening a branch in Turkestan. His actions 

corresponded with the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs and the Ministry of Finance of the 

Russian Empire in order to open a branch of the 

society in Turkestan. The efforts, which began 

in November 1895, ended within a year with 

the adoption of documents that served as the 

legal basis of the society. 

The society was founded on May 20, 1896 by 

the decision of the State Council of the Russian 

Empire. Its charter was approved by the 

Minister of the Interior on December 26, 1896. 
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The activity of the society began on February 

28, 1897. This society was established for the 

purpose of geographical study of Turkestan 

region and neighboring countries, collection of 

scientific data [12]. The first meeting of the 

society was held at the house of its honorary 

chairman, the Governor-General of Turkestan, 

by  Alexander Borisovich Vrevsky. 

 

This society was formed by the great officials 

and researchers of the country, among whom 

was the then Governor-General of the 

province, A.B. Vrevsky, Vice-President of the 

Imperial Russian Geographical Society P.P. 

Semyonov-Tyanshansky, director of the First 

Tashkent Women's Gymnasium, entomologist 

and tourist V.F. Oshanin, Consul of the Russian 

Empire in Kashgar N.F. Petrovskiy, editor of 

Turkestanskie Vedemosti newspaper,  A.P. 

Romanovich, Chief of the Military Topography 

Department of the Turkestan Military District, 

General S.I. Jilinsky (later chairman of the 

society) and others. The military governor of 

Syrdarya region, Lieutenant-General N.I. 

Korolkov, military governor of Samarkand 

region, lieutenant general N.Ya. Rostovtsev, 

Special Assignment Officer of the Governor-

General's Office M.I. Borodovsky, 

representatives of the regional administration 

Yu.D. Yujakov, S.M. Idarov and others were 

also members. Initially, in 1897, the society had 

78 members. The number of members of the 

society varied from year to year, including 104 

in 1903 and 53 in 1912. The society, unlike other 

scientific institutions existing in the country, 

continued to operate after 1917. 

 

One of the societies that has studied Central 

Asia and the surrounding areas is the Turkestan 

Archaeological Circle, which has studied the 

history of the region from an archeological 

point of view. 

 

V.V., who took an active part in the formation 

of the circle. According to V.V Barthold, who 

took an active part in the formation of the 

circle. during a business trip to the country, on 

December 11, 1893, at a meeting of the 

Turkestan branch of the Russian Imperial 

Society of Natural Sciences, Anthropology and 

Ethnography, the issue of establishing an 

amateur archeology circle in the governor-

general's office was raised. In this regard, the 

views expressed by V.V. Barthold and N.P.  

Ostroumov were the subject of heated debate. 

During the meeting, it was decided to establish 

an archeological circle in Tashkent. A project to 

establish a club was be developed soon and 

work was begun to submit it for approval. In 

this regard, the organizational work of 

Turkestan scholars, educators and local 

authorities in collaboration with scientists in St. 

Petersburg led to the establishment of the 

Turkestan Archaeological Amateur  Circle on 

October 19, 1895 (Rusian Emperor Nicholas II. - 

A.N.) was established by decree. 

 

The Tashkent branch of the Imperial Society of 

Oriental Studies operated in the country from 

1901 to 1917 and left its mark on the study of 

Central Asia and adjacent regions from an 

oriental point of view. Well-known historian 

B.V Lunin stated: "The fate of the Tashkent 

branch of the Society of Oriental Studies is 

similar to that of other societies engaged in 

Turkestan studies. It is completely forgotten, 

and the literature on society is limited to 

information" [16]. Therefore, we have studied 

the history of the Tashkent branch. 

 

The Imperial Society of Oriental Studies was 

founded on February 29, 1900, at the initiative 

and approval of the Ministry of Finance of the 

Russian Empire. The central governing body of 

the society is located in St. Petersburg. The 

main purpose of the society was to spread 

accurate and correct information about Russia 
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among the people of the East and to acquaint 

the Russian society with the material needs 

and spiritual life of the East. It was also a means 

of bringing Russia closer to the countries of the 

East and spreading Russian culture and 

production among the people of the East. 

 

Major-General Nikolai Konstantinovich 

Shvedov, who was the chairman of the society, 

first set up the Tashkent branch on October 18, 

1900, when the Governor-General of 

Turkestan, S.M. To Dukhovskoy, after his 

death, N.A.Ivanov addressed  on March 12, 

1904. As a result, on April 14, 1901 in the house 

of the Governor-General of Turkestan was held 

a meeting of administrative and military 

officials and representatives of science to 

consider the opening of the Tashkent branch of 

the Society of Oriental Studies. About 40 

people attended the meeting, including N.I. 

Koralkov (military governor of Syrdarya 

region), V.V. Sakharov (Chief of District Staff), 

M.I. Brodovsky (Special Officer to the 

Governor-General), P.I. Xomutov, N.P. 

Ostroumov (Director of the Teachers' 

Seminary), V.O. Oshanin (director of the 

women’s gymnasium), D.D. Gedeonov (Head 

of Topography Department), A.K. Kedrov 

(Director of Real School), V.O. Perobrajensky 

(director of the men's gymnasium), N.G. 

Mallitsky (male gymnasium teacher) and 

others attended. 

 

In a reply letter dated May 29, 1901, the 

chairman of the society, Shvedov, reported 

that the opening of the Tashkent branch had 

been approved by the Ministry of Finance and 

that the list of probable members attached to 

the governor's letter had been approved. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the above data, it can be noted that 

the scientific societies operating in Turkestan 

were diverse and multifaceted in nature. The 

archival documents, which reflect the results 

of their activities, contain important 

information about the history, science and 

culture of the country. They should be widely 

used through systematic analysis, critical 

approach. In addition, in the study of the 

history of societies, it is expedient to study not 

only the sources, but also the works of 

historians dealing with the history of 

institutions. 
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