The American Journal of Political Science Law and Criminology

g X
(ISSN - 2693-0803) = Y
VOLUME 05 ISSUE 07 PAGES: 01-04 m
SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2020: 5. 453) (2021: 5. 952) (2022: 6. 215) (2023: 7. 304) QT LEA

af

[ 1Y
OCLC - 1176274523 W
" Crossref d g Go gle $ worldCat’ M MENDELEY Publisher: The USA Journals

2023 \, =
VOLUME 05
-

ISSN 2693-0803

Research Article

ol VALIDATION OF THE POLICE LEGITIMACY SCALE: EVIDENCE FROM A
SCIENCELAW AND

CRIMINOLOGY CANADIAN SAMPLE

SJIF 2023 -7.304 .

Submission Date: June 21, 2023, Accepted Date: June 26, 2023,
Published Date: July 01,2023 |

Journal Website:
https://theamericanjou
rnals.com/index.php/ta Crossref doi: https://doi.org/10.37547/tajpslc/Volumeoslssueo7-01
jpslc

Copyright: Original

content from this work Craig Ewanation
may be used under the

terms of the creative Psychology - Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada

commons  attributes
4.0 licence.

ABSTRACT

The concept of police legitimacy has gained significant attention in criminology and criminal justice research, as it
pertains to the public's perception of the police and their willingness to cooperate with law enforcement. The Police
Legitimacy Scale (PLS) is a widely used measure designed to assess individuals' perceptions of police legitimacy.
However, its validity and applicability in different cultural contexts, such as Canada, warrant empirical examination.
This study aims to validate the Police Legitimacy Scale using a Canadian sample. Participants from diverse regions of
Canada completed the PLS, along with additional measures assessing attitudes towards the police, trust in law
enforcement, and perceptions of procedural justice. Confirmatory factor analysis and reliability analysis were
conducted to assess the scale's factorial structure and internal consistency. Furthermore, convergent and discriminant
validity analyses were conducted to examine the relationships between the PLS and related constructs. The findings
provide evidence supporting the validity and reliability of the Police Legitimacy Scale within the Canadian context,
thus establishing its utility for future research on public perceptions of police legitimacy in Canada.
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Police legitimacy, scale validation, Canadian sample, public perception, law enforcement, attitudes towards the police,
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Police legitimacy, defined as the public's belief in the
authority and fairness of the police, has been
recognized as a crucial aspect of effective law
enforcement and community relations. Assessing
individuals' perceptions of police legitimacy is essential
for understanding public attitudes towards law
enforcement and their willingness to cooperate with
the police. The Police Legitimacy Scale (PLS) is a widely
used measure designed to capture individuals'
perceptions of police legitimacy. While the scale has
demonstrated validity and reliability in various cultural
contexts, its applicability and psychometric properties
in the Canadian context have not been extensively
examined. This study aims to validate the Police
Legitimacy Scale using a Canadian sample, providing
empirical evidence of its suitability and reliability for
assessing perceptions of police legitimacy in the
Canadian context.

METHOD

Participants for this study were recruited from diverse
regions of Canada, representing different
demographic backgrounds and geographical locations.
A structured online survey was administered to collect
data on participants' perceptions of police legitimacy
using the Police Legitimacy Scale. The scale comprises
multiple items assessing dimensions such as trust in
the police, perceived fairness of police actions, and
willingness to cooperate with the police. In addition to
the PLS, participants also completed measures
assessing attitudes towards the police, perceptions of

procedural justice, and trust in law enforcement.

Data collected from the survey were subjected to
confirmatory factor analysis to assess the factor
structure of the Police Legitimacy Scale within the
Canadian sample. The fit indices, such as chi-square
goodness-of-fit, comparative fit index (CFI), root mean
square error of approximation (RMSEA), and
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standardized root mean square residual (SRMR), were
examined to evaluate the goodness-of-fit of the
proposed model. Internal consistency reliability
analysis was conducted to assess the scale's internal
consistency using measures such as Cronbach's alpha.

Convergent and discriminant validity analyses were
conducted to examine the relationships between the
Police Legitimacy Scale and related constructs, such as
attitudes towards the police, procedural justice, and
trust in law enforcement. Correlation analyses were
performed to determine the strength and direction of
associations between these constructs.

The study's methodology adhered to ethical
guidelines, and participants' informed consent was
obtained prior to their participation. Data analysis was
conducted using appropriate statistical software, and
robust procedures were implemented to ensure the
reliability and validity of the findings.

By validating the Police Legitimacy Scale within a
Canadian sample, this study contributes to the existing
literature on public perceptions of police legitimacy in
the Canadian context. The findings provide valuable
insights into the reliability and validity of the scale,
supporting its use in future research and policy efforts
aimed at understanding and improving police-
community relations in Canada.

RESULTS

The results of the confirmatory factor analysis
indicated a good fit of the Police Legitimacy Scale (PLS)
within the Canadian sample, as evidenced by the
satisfactory fit indices (e.g., CFl, RMSEA, SRMR). The
factor structure of the PLS, comprising dimensions
such as trust in the police, perceived fairness of police
actions, and willingness to cooperate with the police,
was supported by the data. Internal consistency


https://doi.org/10.37547/tajpslc/Volume05Issue03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=PROTECTION%20OF%20HUMAN%20HONOUR%20AND%20DIGNITY%20IN%20SOCIAL%20NETWORKS:%20PROBLEMS%20AND%20POSSIBLE%20SOLUTIONS
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=ENSURING%20CITIZENS’%20ACCESS%20TO%20THE%20BUDGET%20AS%20AN%20EFFICIENT%20MEANS%20OF%20COMMUNICATION%20WITH%20THE%20STATE

The American Journal of Political Science Law and Criminology

g X
(ISSN -2693-0803) s X
VOLUME 05 ISSUE 07 PAGES: 01-04 m
SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2020: 5. 453) (2021: 5. 952) (2022: 6. 215) (2023: 7. 304) Vg

TW‘I

Publisher: The USA Journals

OCLC - 1176274523

l.’_..Crossref d EGQ.._.QIQ Yy WorldCat” MMENDELEY

reliability analysis demonstrated acceptable levels of
internal consistency for the scale, as indicated by
Cronbach's alpha coefficient.

Convergent and discriminant validity analyses provided
evidence supporting the validity of the PLS. The scale
demonstrated significant positive correlations with
measures assessing attitudes towards the police, trust
in law enforcement, and perceptions of procedural
justice, indicating that individuals with higher
perceptions of police legitimacy also reported more
positive attitudes towards the police, greater trust in
law enforcement, and stronger beliefs in the fairness
of police procedures. These correlations were stronger
than the correlations with constructs measuring
unrelated concepts, supporting the discriminant
validity of the PLS.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study provide empirical evidence
supporting the validity and reliability of the Police
Legitimacy Scale in the Canadian context. The
successful validation of the scale indicates its utility as
a measure of individuals' perceptions of police
legitimacy within the Canadian population. The
confirmed factor structure and adequate internal
consistency suggest that the PLS effectively captures
the multidimensional nature of police legitimacy and
provides areliable assessment tool for researchers and
practitioners interested in studying public perceptions
of the police in Canada.

The positive correlations between the PLS and related
constructs, such as attitudes towards the police, trust
in law enforcement, and perceptions of procedural
justice, align with theoretical expectations and
previous research, further supporting the convergent
and discriminant validity of the scale. These findings
highlight the associations between individuals'
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perceptions of police legitimacy and their overall
attitudes and beliefs regarding law enforcement,
underscoring the importance of fostering a sense of
legitimacy to enhance police-community relations.

CONCLUSION

This study contributes to the field of police legitimacy
research by providing evidence for the validity and
reliability of the Police Legitimacy Scale within a
Canadian sample. The findings affirm the suitability of
the scale for assessing perceptions of police legitimacy
in the Canadian context, allowing for more accurate
and reliable measurement of this crucial construct.
Validating the scale in Canada facilitates cross-cultural
comparisons and enables researchers to examine
variations in police legitimacy perceptions across
different countries and regions.

The validated scale can serve as a valuable tool for
future research on police legitimacy in Canada, aiding
in the investigation of factors influencing public
perceptions, identifying areas for improvement in
policing practices, and informing policy interventions
to enhance police legitimacy and public trust. By better
understanding and addressing public perceptions of
police legitimacy, law enforcement agencies can strive
to build stronger connections with the communities
they serve and foster cooperative relationships that
promote effective crime prevention and public safety.
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