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ABSTRACT

Narco-analysis, a controversial investigative technique involving the administration of drugs to induce a semi-
conscious state in suspects, has garnered attention and sparked debates in criminal investigations and trials. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of narco-analysis, examining its historical development, legal aspects,
scientific basis, procedural considerations, and impact on the criminal justice system. Through a literature review, legal
analysis, and expert interviews, the study explores the ethical implications and reliability of narco-analysis. The
findings contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the technique, aiding informed discussions and decision-
making surrounding its use in criminal investigations and trials.
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INTRODUCTION

Narco-analysis, a controversial investigative technique,
has been employed in criminal investigations and trials
as a means to extract information and elicit
confessions from suspects. It involves the
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administration of drugs to induce a semi-conscious
state, with the aim of bypassing inhibitions and
accessing the subconscious mind. This technique has
garnered significant attention and sparked debates
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due to its ethical implications and potential impact on
the reliability of evidence.

The use of narco-analysis raises fundamental questions
about the balance between investigative effectiveness
and individual rights. The procedure's ability to
potentially reveal hidden or suppressed information
has attracted both support and criticism. Proponents
argue that it can aid in solving complex criminal cases
and gathering crucial evidence that may otherwise
remain undisclosed. However, critics express concerns
about the potential for coerced or false confessions,
the violation of individual rights, and the ethical
dilemmas associated with the use of drugs to influence
mental states.

To date, there is a need for a comprehensive overview
of narco-analysis, encompassing its historical
development, legal considerations, scientific basis,
procedural guidelines, and impact on the criminal
justice system. Such an overview would provide a
foundation for informed discussions and decision-
making regarding the application of this technique in
criminal investigations and trials.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive
examination of narco-analysis in criminal investigation
and trial, delving into the historical context, legal
aspects,
considerations, and the broader implications for the

framework, scientific procedural
criminal justice system. By addressing these aspects,
this study seeks to contribute to a deeper
understanding of narco-analysis and its ramifications,
shedding light on its benefits, limitations, and ethical

concerns.

Through a thorough literature review, legal analysis,
and insights from experts in relevant fields, this
comprehensive overview aims to provide valuable
insights and a balanced perspective on narco-analysis.
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By examining its various dimensions, this article seeks
to foster informed dialogue and contribute to the
ongoing discourse surrounding this controversial
investigative technique.

METHOD
Literature Review:

A thorough review of existing literature on narco-
analysis was conducted, including academic papers,
legal documents, case studies, and ethical guidelines.
The literature review helped gather information on the
historical background, legal aspects, scientific basis,
procedural guidelines, and controversies related to
narco-analysis.

Legal Analysis:

A comprehensive analysis of the legal framework
governing narco-analysis was performed. This included
a comparative study of relevant laws, regulations, and
court precedents from different jurisdictions to
understand the legal considerations and restrictions
associated with the use of narco-analysis in criminal
investigations and trials.

Expert Interviews:

Interviews were conducted with experts in the field of
forensic science, law enforcement, and legal
professionals with experience in narco-analysis. These
interviews provided valuable insights into the practical
aspects, challenges, and ethical considerations
associated with the use of narco-analysis.

RESULTS
Historical Development:

The historical analysis revealed that narco-analysis has
its roots in the early 20th century and has been used in


https://doi.org/10.37547/tajpslc/Volume05Issue03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=PROTECTION%20OF%20HUMAN%20HONOUR%20AND%20DIGNITY%20IN%20SOCIAL%20NETWORKS:%20PROBLEMS%20AND%20POSSIBLE%20SOLUTIONS
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=ENSURING%20CITIZENS’%20ACCESS%20TO%20THE%20BUDGET%20AS%20AN%20EFFICIENT%20MEANS%20OF%20COMMUNICATION%20WITH%20THE%20STATE

The American Journal of Political Science Law and Criminology

g X
(ISSN -2693-0803) s X
VOLUME 05 ISSUE 06 PAGES: 05-08 m
SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2020: 5. 453) (2021: 5. 952) (2022: 6. 215) (2023: 7. 304) Vg

TW‘I

Publisher: The USA Journals

OCLC - 1176274523

l.’_..Crossref d EGQ.._.QIQ Yy WorldCat” MMENDELEY

various countries for criminal investigations. The
technique has evolved over time, both in terms of the
drugs used and the procedural safeguards
implemented.

Legal Framework:

The legal analysis highlighted the variations in the legal
framework governing narco-analysis across different
jurisdictions. Some countries have outright banned the
use of narco-analysis due to ethical concerns, while
others permit its use under strict regulations and
specific circumstances.

Scientific Basis and Reliability:

The examination of the scientific basis of narco-
analysis revealed mixed opinions and controversies.
While some argue that the technique can yield valuable
information, others question its reliability and the
potential for false or coerced confessions.

Procedural Considerations:

Procedural considerations were identified, including
the need for informed consent, the presence of
medical professionals during the procedure,
safeguards against coercion, and the admissibility of
narco-analysis evidence in court.

Impact on the Criminal Justice System:

The discussion on the impact of narco-analysis on the
criminal justice system highlighted both positive and
negative aspects. Supporters argue that it can aid in
obtaining crucial information, while critics express
concerns about potential human rights violations,
reliability issues, and the potential for misuse.

The method involved a literature review, legal analysis,
and expert interviews to gather information and
insights on narco-analysis. The results provide a
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comprehensive understanding of the historical, legal,
scientific, and procedural aspects of narco-analysis, as
well as its impact on the criminal justice system.

DISCUSSION

The comprehensive overview of narco-analysis in
criminal investigation and trial provides a foundation
for informed discussions on its merits, limitations, and
ethical considerations. By examining its historical
development, legal framework, scientific basis,
procedural considerations, and impact on the criminal
justice system, several key points emerge:

Ethical Implications:

Narco-analysis raises significant ethical concerns. The
administration of drugs to induce a semi-conscious
state challenges principle such as informed consent,
autonomy, and the right against self-incrimination.
Critics argue that it violates human rights and may lead
to coerced or unreliable confessions.

Scientific Basis and Reliability:

The scientific basis of narco-analysis is a subject of
debate. While some proponents argue that it can
facilitate the retrieval of accurate information by
lowering inhibitions and enhancing recall, others
question its reliability and potential for false memories
or suggestibility. Further research is needed to
establish the scientific validity and accuracy of narco-
analysis.

Legal Framework and Admissibility:

The legal framework governing narco-analysis varies
across jurisdictions. Some countries have prohibited its
use entirely, while others permit it under specific
circumstances. Courts grapple with the admissibility of
narco-analysis evidence due to concerns over
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reliability, voluntariness, and potential violations of
constitutional rights. Balancing the pursuit of truth
with safeguarding individual rights is a complex
challenge.

Procedural Considerations:

Nageshwar Rao, P., & Madabhushi, S. (2015).
The Role of Narco-analysis in Criminal
Investigations: A Critical Review. Journal of
Indian Academy of Forensic Medicine, 37(2),
186-190.

2. Shetty, S. K., & Kulkarni, P. (2017). Narco-
Certain procedural safeguards must be in place when analysis: An Ethical Dilemma in Criminal Justice
employing narco-analysis. These include obtaining System. Indian Journal of Psychological
informed consent, ensuring the presence of medical Medicine, 39(4), 464-467.
professionals, preventing coercion or undue influence, 3 Somashekar, D. S. (2012). Legal and Ethical
and carefully evaluating the voluntariness of Issues in the Use of Narco-Analysis in Criminal
statements made under the influence of drugs. These Investigation. Journal of Indian Academy of
safeguards are crucial to protect the rights of the Forensic Medicine, 34(3), 237-240.
accused and maintain the integrity of the criminal 4- Agrawal, V. S., & Garg, A. K. (2019). Narco-
justice system Analysis: A Tool for Truth Elicitation. The Indian
Journal of Criminology & Criminalistics, 40(2),
CONCLUSION 138-155.
5. Natarajan, R., & Kumar, S. (2016). Ethical and
In conclusion, the comprehensive overview of narco- . .
oo o - Legal Issues Surrounding Narco-Analysis.
analysis in criminal investigation and trial highlights the . .
- \ ) Indian Journal of Psychiatry, 58(4), 439-444.
complex nature of this technique. The ethical . . .
6. Singh, H., & Rajesh, G. (2013). Narco-analysis: A
implications, scientific basis, legal framework, and . . .
) ) ] | Review. Indian Journal of Anaesthesia, 57(1),
procedural considerations surrounding narco-analysis 136
reqwre. I(:reft;! e.zxan;mfatfon.. ;Nhlle _It fmay.h'avel 7 Ghosh, S. (2011). Narco-Analysis: An Unresolved
Potenjcla ‘ene.lts m'o "c:innlngm OI.fmatlon or'crlmlna lssue. Medical Journal of Dr. D. Y. Patil
investigations, its reliability, potential for coercion, and . .
) N o i ) University, 4(2), 101-104.
!mplact on. uman - nights RSt @F 1 & 8. Bose, S. (2017). Narco-Analysis: Its Efficacy,
Implementation. Ethics, and Legalities. Indian Journal of Medical
Given the controversies and divergent views Ethics, 2(3), 222-226.
surrounding narco-analysis, further research and 9- Agrawal, A., & Kapoor, V. (2013). Narco-
dialogue are crucial. Collaborative efforts between Analysis in Criminal Trials: An Analysis. Journal
legal professionals, forensic scientists, medical of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology, 30(2),
experts, and ethicists are needed to establish clear 141-145.
guidelines, address ethical concerns, enhance scientific 10. Mallick, A. K., & Meena, R. (2015). Narco-

validity, and ensure the fair and just application of
narco-analysis in the criminal justice system.

REFERENCES

Volume 05 Issue 06-2023

analysis and Brain-mapping in Criminal
Investigation: A Review. Journal of the Indian
Academy of Forensic Medicine, 37(4), 477-480.


https://doi.org/10.37547/tajpslc/Volume05Issue03-01
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=PROTECTION%20OF%20HUMAN%20HONOUR%20AND%20DIGNITY%20IN%20SOCIAL%20NETWORKS:%20PROBLEMS%20AND%20POSSIBLE%20SOLUTIONS
https://www.mendeley.com/search/?page=1&query=ENSURING%20CITIZENS’%20ACCESS%20TO%20THE%20BUDGET%20AS%20AN%20EFFICIENT%20MEANS%20OF%20COMMUNICATION%20WITH%20THE%20STATE

